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Off the Wall: South Asian Feminist Posters,  

Grassroots Protest, and Political Participation 
 
What differentiates an archive from an activist archive? How might activist 
archives produce feminist interventions? This talk explores the creation of a 
digital activist archive devoted to understanding the ways feminists in South 
Asia use poster work, performance, and material art to address social and 
political exigencies. In this talk, Professor Garlough will examine the creative 
process by which this research group has worked to protect, translate, cata-
logue, and publicize the existence of these important materials that unite 
activism and art. She will explore the ways these materials, as part of the 
“Wisconsin Idea,” will soon be inspiring new types of art and activism from 
girls communicating across US, India, Nepal, and Uganda through various 
forms of social media. Finally, she will provide a feminist rhetorical analysis 
of new archival material, drawing connections between feminist protest 
performances in South Asia with those the United States. 
 
Wheelchair accessible, free, and open to the public. 
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