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“"The ‘mal d’archives’ and Tunisian Women
Revolutionary Art”

In the wake of major events that have shaken the Middle East and
North Africa since the Arab Springs, politically engaged women artists
have increasingly come to characterize a key new direction in art pro-
duction, among other epistemic incentives. This presentation tackles,
without oversimplifying the socio-cultural complexities that

have shaped the Arab world for decades before its Uprisings, some
compelling questions on how do women artists address, engage with
and negotiate specific political issues through art, and most im-
portantly, how politicized forms of creativity is an act of ‘archiving de-
fiance’. I will mainly focus on Tunisian polyvalent artist Héla Ammar
who explores art as a receptacle for defiant counter-archive, ques-
tioning concepts such as authenticity, authority, and historicity, and
opening up horizons for civic imaginations to emerge within a net-
work of social relations that are not precluded by the diktats of poli-
tics or institutions.
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